in the know |

By Steven [ Kramer
and Steven E. Mauman

rarer Lawe Firn, He s

frted e Florida

Breest Lavyiers

Floricla and a small husiness

P RrLe )
FdiTera il CEFTITACANE [P INE

Harand Hostmess Selhood

34 Lakf Mar}' ﬂa' Mayune 2004

THE “P" WORD: FOUR
REASONS NOT TO FEAR A PRENUP

Tn many couples, the

seortd pranup connotes a
visceral zense of impending
daom. The mere mention of
the ward ¢ r'||'|j|_|r|;'~; fﬂ'|inH~.‘ al
infidelity, greed, and mistrost.
Aned with Hollvwond couples
making prenups just o break
up mantks later, this imitial Buit
reaction is understandable.
The reality, however, is that a
|m,'|'|||['-|i.-1| Aprecmenl, like= any
contract, can provide security
and peace of mind o partrers
who are about o experience a
significant life event: marriage
Here are four reasons why
every couple should con sider a

prenuptial agreenent:

PREMUPTIAL
AGREEMENTS PROTECT
WHAT MEEDS TO RE
PROTECTED

|"‘|1"|'||||':-1i.'|| .'!ﬁrl.'-!'llu"l'l'l‘\. are
nat just for Kim Kardashian
and Kamve West. RBegardless
of howe much money a
couple eamns, each partner
dezerees 1 know be or ghe
iz pratected. Maoreover, a
|'|n|1"|'||||':-1i.'|| .!F;rl.'-e-ll'u"l'ﬂ LA
cowver much mare than

just assets and incomse,
Prenuptial agreements may
contermnplate just about any
matter that i im||-'1r|,1n| I
|'m||3|v: alimany, division of
cledat, the making of 3 will
and end-of-life decisions,
and how to mamage a
family business, to name

a fesw, Importantly, the
main ¢_,|||:-jN ta r\rl:'nu[:.li,ll

.IEI'I!'I!'HH"I'H niaYy’ ot address

is child support, which

is calculated strictly by
Florida statute. Prenupstial
agreements are alao
essenlial for second and
sulsequent marriages
where there are children
from a previous marrage,
inheritances, husiness
reelationships, and estate
planning considerations to

r1rr1|1 1,

PREMUPTIAL
AGREEMEMTS Di0 NOT
PREDICT IMVORCE

By far the largest
PR 1"|'u'.i|':-|"| alowit
prenuptial agreements

is that they guarantes
divorce. To the contrary,
the rate aof divoroe amaong
¢ r'||,|]1||:"; whio enlber inte

a prenuptial agreement
is the same as the rate of
divarce among those whao
chor ot The difference is
that those wha discuss

a |‘;rr|1||p|:i.1| .'I\':‘.ﬂ"l"'l'l'l('l:"lr
tered tey Bettesr uncherstan:d
mt only their awen, b
thein |'u'|rr|"||"r'\' finamcial
situation. This lends o
Fseetbesr Comimunication
about complex financial
decisions and, thereione,
areater happiness during

marriage.

PREMUPTIAL
AGREEMENTS SAVE TIME,
MONEY, AND ANGUISH

It is better ta think of a
prenuptial agreement as
AR IMALIFEAROe ]'II')“-: ¥ rathe

than am omwen of things
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to come. Mothing is more
|||“|||||.'|¥;irl.'||r|-_.I fluf.ll.'lril"'lﬁ_
castly, and tine-consuming
tham a cantested divoroe.
I-"ru'nl,l['\-li.-ﬂ il_ﬁrl:'l:'rl'll'rll'i
save on all three frants by
disposing with the vast
majerity of issues prior i
a potential split, The cost
of drafting a prenuptial
agreenwent is a hargain
I'H-I'I1|I-|N'I| 18] |H:' [u'1|1,'|11|.1|
legal fees of a contested
divnrce, which can enst
as much as 10 times
masre than a prenuptial

?L_qu!'l!'l'l"bl‘l'lf.

A WELL-CRAFTED
PREMUPTIAL AGREEMENT
15 FAIR

Many spouses-to-he fear
|u:'in!_§ taken .1ri'|.-',1n|;|!_=|1' of
in a prenuptial agreenent.
The r|||||3-c'|'\.|" of a |':-||"r'||||:'|ri.-'||
agreement is to treat hoth
spovses fairly b outlining
their rights and abligations
in the event af a divarce.

Prenuptial agreemsents
|mrmupl.1 te the st dlifficult
fuiestions a marriage can

face, Whether ar not a couple
ultimately deciches 1o enter
inte a prenuptial agreement,

it is impartant o hisriss ths
matter openly both with each
other and with an L'x]'ll"ril.'r"u el
family attermey. Contemplating
a prenupdial agreement can be
intimicating, A skilled fanily
attarmey can sit down with wou
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